
Family Communication
February 4, 2022

Hello Families,

I hope that the first week of February has brought some measure of relief as we
see COVID-19 infection rates falling. Our district Dashboard shows a reduction
in infection rates for the second week in a row. We are fortunate to have a
flexible and responsive staff that took extraordinary measures to ensure we
could keep schools, families, and students safe.

Time to Vote!
Next Tuesday, February 8 is Election Day for the Replacement Capital Projects
and Technology Levy. This levy proposal would allow the district to maintain
technology systems and continue to make major improvements to existing
facilities. The proposed total local school tax rate is expected to decrease from
current levels.

Ballots may be returned by mail postage-free or placed in the drop boxes
located near the Stanwood Library, 9701 271st St. NW and at the Island County
Administration Building, 121 N. East Camano Drive, Camano Island. For more
information on the levy, please visit our website.

Community Planning Team
In mid-August of 2021, we developed a Community Planning Team (CPT) to
help advise the district on matters important to the community and school
district. This team has been meeting regularly since August. The team’s focus,
for the time being, is safety. We have worked together to understand the
community's concerns around school safety, as well as know what is going well.

During our most recent gathering, we learned together about ways to improve
and develop schools that are safe physically, emotionally, and academically. We
ended our time together by drafting a district-wide, community-driven belief

https://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/c_o_v_i_d/district__and_snohomish___island_county_case_count
https://www.stanwood.wednet.edu/departments/fiscal_services/levy


statement for what “safe schools” mean for the Stanwood-Camano School
District. We will be sharing the belief statement with the broader community
soon. If you are interested in joining the CPT, please e-email Ryan Ovenell,
ROvenell@stanwood.wednet.edu.

Hiring for Retiring Principals
Please join me in extending best wishes to two of our elementary school
principals retiring at the end of the school year. Principal Jeff Lofgren will be
retiring from Cedarhome Elementary after 23 years of service as its principal.
Principal Victor Hanzeli is retiring from Elger Bay Elementary after 22 years of
service.

With 45 years of combined service, we couldn’t be more appreciative of all that
they have done for their schools; they will be greatly missed by students and
colleagues alike. We will begin a hiring process for both schools that will include
the community as our partners. Please keep an eye out for a community survey
where you will be able to share the traits and characteristics you believe a new
leader should possess. Additional details will be available soon!

District Strategic Plan Virtual Community Forums Feb. 8 and Feb. 10
The Strategic Plan acts as a roadmap for our school system for the next five
years. Its primary aim is to align our Stanwood-Camano community on a shared
vision, common goals, and unified direction for the education of our students.
We can, collectively, develop a plan that ensures our learners are skilled
problem solvers that are prepared for the futures they choose.

Community-wide involvement, including the forums from 7 to 8 p.m. on Feb. 8
and 10, is vital to the Strategic Planning process. Please join us on one or both
of those evenings. More information and links to the forums are available on our
website HERE.

Respectfully,
Deborah Rumbaugh, Ed.D.
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Superintendent


